
Environmental care and social progress – Impact of beliefs, values and gender 
Open virtual workshop in Tampere University 27.11.2020, at 10-14 (EET). 

 
The first “pop-up seminar” on the topic was organized 27.1.2020, in Tampere University (see 
https://equjust.wordpress.com/2020/01/17/environmental-care-and-social-progress-forgotten-or-
impossible-connection-seminar-27-1/). We asked whether environmental care and social progress are 
inherently contradictory goals, for example in the UN SDGs 
(https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/?menu=1300), leading to fragmented national and supranational 
policies of ecological industries, economic growth, inclusion, social welfare and peace. We questioned 
whether the recognition of the IPCC (https://www.ipcc.ch/) reports and recommendations has led to 
international mobilization of scholars in social sciences and humanities (cf. Panel on Social Progress 
https://www.ipsp.org/), and whether academics are able to develop autonomous cross-disciplinary 
collaboration on the topic beyond competition about external funding and career. 

 
The initiators wanted to continue discussion about the impact of religious, spiritual and ideological beliefs 
and values, and gender to interpretations about environmental care and social progress, especially in 
policies and practices of adult, vocational and higher education. The plans were postponed, due to the 
Covid-19 pandemic, but now they seem even more UpToDate. As we arrange the second workshop 
virtually, it reminds of the emphasis on technological progress and promotion of European values as the 
salvation both to environmental care and social progress, which are growing in discourses and political 
agendas during the pandemic. The workshop is questioning how far the “universal” values and beliefs of 
the Global North are compatible with the ontological constraints of the earthly environment and with the 
wellbeing and rights of all human and nonhuman inhabitants of the earth. Does the technological salvation 
gospel deepen the metabolic alienation of humans from nonhuman nature? And what are the impacts of 
other (gendered) religious, ideological and spiritual beliefs and values, especially of the Global South, to 
interpretations about environmental care and social progress? 

 
The workshop, which is hosted by EquJust-research group, with its collaborators, such as EME-project 
(https://www.emetransnational.net/), SVV-programme, Vocational Education and Culture-research 
network, Tallinn University, partners in E+ global mobility (https://equjust.wordpress.com/collaboration/) 
invites scholars and students to make short inputs to discussion about previous themes, especially in 
relation to adult, vocational and higher education, and their local, national and supranational governance. 

 
As possible resources to discussion, participants could have a look at the report Religions and social 
progress (https://www.ipsp.org/download/chapter-16), published by the IPSP, or the publication by Ashish 
Kothari, Ariel Salleh, Arturo Escobar, Federico Demaria and Alberto Acosta (2019): pluriverse: A post 
development dictionary (www.tulikabooks.in). 

 

If you are interested to participate and/or contribute to the workshop, please fill in the form  

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=r0Rp-

nzM2EyRVMARMnmJEMPuV1n9G2ZMlkqinWUckDZUME00WExIQlcwTDhFRENZVzNEOUhaVFkyMy4u  

by 20.11.2020. The zoom-link for the workshop will be announced closer to the event. Inquiries and 

contacts concerning the workshop, anja.heikkinen@tuni.fi. 
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